THE   FLOOD-TIDE   OF   SUCCESS
background of his work was and remained
the Mississippi and the West, and Europe as
seen therefrom; from his setting in Almira,
nothing; from his life and surrounding in
Buffalo, nothing; from Hartford, nothing.
There was as much to see on Delaware Avenue,
Buffalo, as on Main Street in Carson City,
Nevada; as much of light and shadow in
Hartford as in Angel's Camp. But he had no
eyes to see. To get vision he must shut his
eyes and look across the prairies and the
mountains to the sunset over the Golden Gates.
Such was the genesis of Tom Sawyer and
Roughing It and Huckleberry Finn and Life on the
Mississippi and all the splendid work that he
wrote in the years that followed his return from
Europe. That the love of his wife and the
happiness of his home helped him to work is
beyond doubt. But to think that she and Joe
Twitchell schooled him to write is childish.
Mark Twain taught himself to write, just as he
had taught himself everything since he was
twelve years old.
But if Mark Twain, as a creative genius, wore
fetters, it is only fair to remember that they
were those of his day and age. This * Victorian *
period of the late nineteenth century, for all its
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